An evaluation of patients comprehension of orthopaedic terminology: implications for informed consent.
We conducted a prospective study into patient comprehension of orthopaedic terminology that commonly appears on consent forms. The majority of patients questioned were unsure of the meaning of simple terms such as 'fracture reduction' or 'internal fixation'. All the patients questioned had signed consent forms recently for such procedures in an acute orthopaedic unit. We conclude that many patients willingly consent to procedures that they do not fully understand. This implies that there is an element of trust involved in the process of giving consent. We believe that this aspect of the doctor-patient relationship should be legally respected.